
Primary
Three colours that can 

not be made by 
mixing other colours

Secondary
Colours formed by 
mixing two primary 

colours

Tertiary
Colours made by mixing a primary 

colour with a neighbouring
secondary colour

Colour Theory

Complementary
Colours that are opposite each other on the colour wheel

Analogous
Colours that sit next to each other on the colour wheel

Hue
The pure state of a colour, 

like red, blue and green

Value
How light or dark 

a colour is

Intensity
The brightness or dullness

 of a colour

Achromatic
Colourless combination of 

grey, black and white

Hue
Tint

Tone
Shade

Tint
A colour mixed 

withe white

Tone
A colour mixed

 with grey

Shade
A colour mixed 

with black

Warm Colours
Red, orange and yellow

Cool Colours
Blue, green and violet

Harmonious Colour Schemes

Monochromatic
The use of tints, tones and 

shades or tones of one colour

Triad
Using 3 colours equaly spaced from each oher on the colour wheel

The Colour Wheel


